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Abstract  Populus nigra is one of the most frequent tree species that can be 
found in the streets and green spaces of Timisoara. There is nearly no park in 
the town where you cannot find this species in greater or smaller numbers. It 
was always very common on the streets of the town, probably because it was 
between the cheapest sollutions to be found. Though today it is more rarely 
used for rows on the sides of the streets, you can still find it in many places. 
Generally speaking Populus nigra is a usual presence in the green spaces of 
Central Europe, though replaced nowadays in many places with more 
expensive species.   
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Populus Genus 
This genus consists of some 35 species fast-growing, 
deciduous trees all native in temperate regions of the 
northern hemisphere. Many blaze with yellow leaves in 
fall (autumn). Poplars are widely cultivated in parks 
and large gardens, or as avenue trees or windbreaks. 
Their soft white timber is used for making matches and 
packing cases. Masculine and female flowers, borne on 
separate trees, are hanging catkins and appear in the 
winter and early spring before the leaves which are set 
on long, flexible stalks. Fruits are capsules containing 
seeds covered with cotton-like hairs. Most species are 
short lived-60 years or so. They grow well in deep, 
moist, well-drained, fertile soil in full sun; they dislike 
arid conditions. Many species have vigorous root 
systems notorious for blocking drains and lifting 
paving, and so are not suitable for small gardens; some 
species sucker freely from the roots. Propagate from 
cuttings in winter.  
Populus nigra L (Black Poplar) 
Its height of 30m and its suckering habit make this tree 
unsuitable for small gardens. It has dark, deeply 
furrowed bark. Its large, diamond shaped leaves, 
bronze when young, become bright green and then 
yellow in fall (autumn); held on thin stalks, they 
produce an impression of constant movement. The 
male tree produces black catkins in mid-winter. Best 
known of the many cultivars is ‘Italica’ syn. Populus 
pyramidalis (Borkh ) Spach. the Lombardy poplar, a 
male cultivar that is popular for its narrow columnar 
shape and fast growth.  
Justitie Park (Park of Justice) is situated in the center 
of Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded   
by large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 
The park has nice old trees of different species, while 
the grassy areas are smaller in size. There are a few 
monuments too. The total surface of the Populus nigra 

tree crowns is 995m2. There are 20 individuals 
belonging to this species in the park. Their ages are 
between 40 and 70 years. Their height is between 15 
and 25m. The average diameter of the tree crowns is 
16m. The trees are situated mainly in the 
neighbourhood of the Bega Channel and in the central 
parts of the park.    
Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 
the bank of the river Bega near the center of the town.  
It has nice old trees of different species and used to 
have playgrounds for children. There is only 1 Populus 
nigra tree in the park, aged between 50 and 60 years. 
The height of the tree is 20m. The total surface of the 
tree crowns is 28,26 m2. The diameter of the crowns is 
10m. There are 6 Populus nigra italica trees in the 
park. They are aged between 40 and 50 years. The 
average height of the trees is 30m. The medium 
diameter of the tree crowns is 3m. The total surface of 
the tree crowns is 20,13m. The Populus trees are 
located in different parts of the green space.  
Rozelor Park (Roses Park) is also situated on the bank 
of the river Bega. It is a rose garden with many species 
of roses, but many kinds of trees are present too. There 
are also different little vases, benches, sculptures. In 
the park are 12 Populus nigra trees. The total surface 
of the tree crowns is 858,79m. The ages of the trees are 
between 40 and 60 years. The height of the trees is 
between 20 and 25m. The diameter of the crowns is 
between 6 and 10m. There are in the park also 21 
Populus nigra italica trees. The total surface of the tree 
crowns in 136,20mp. They are between 30 and 60 
years. The height of the trees is between 20 and 30. 
The diameter of the crown is between 3 and 4m. The 
trees are situated on the edges of the green space.  
Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 
center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 
green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 
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was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 
There are 76 Populus nigra italica trees in the park. 
The trees are 30 to 40 years old, 10 to 13m high. The 
total surface of the crowns is 485,13 m2. The diameter 
of the tree crowns is between 3 and 4m. The trees were 
planted all over the green space. When the park was 
created 40 years ago the tree species were mixed 
equally in the whole area. Civic Center Park is rather a 
transit area than a place where people come to walk in 
their free time.  
Alpinet Park is situated on the bank of the river Bega, 
in central town. It is not a great green space, but it has 
a nice design, and contains many species of trees and 
shrubs.  There are 18 Populus nigra italica individuals 
in the park. The total surface of the tree crowns is 
107,62m. The trees are aged between 40 and 50 years. 
The height of the trees is 15 to 25m. The diameter of 
the tree crowns is between 2 and 4 m.  
Populus nigra trees can be found all over the town, on 
the side of lanes, in parks, in alleys. It is between the 
most common species in Timisoara. Populus nigra 
trees have ecological and esthetic value. The trees are 
planted generally because they grow quickly. It can be 
seen in poorer areas and in the outskirts as well as in 
central parts of the town. In recent years Populus trees 
are considered dangerous in certain areas, because they 
can fall easily during storms and can cause accidents. 
This is the reason why many Populus trees were cut  
during recent years in different parts of the town. 
 
Results and Discussions 
 
Populus nigra is an important species, present in many 
green spaces of Timisoara. The trees contribute a lot to 
the out look of certain urban areas. There are trees 
which are very old and have a great visual and 
ecological value, being very high, while others are 
younger. The species is present in all important parks 
of Timisoara, and can be found in many streets also. 

Their numbers and importance are variable. The 
individuals are sometimes concentrated near building 
or streets, where have been planted years ago with a 
special purpose, and sometimes can be found in rows 
along alleys. The fact that these trees grow quickly can 
represent a great advantage in certain situations. On the 
other hand they are nowadays considered dangerous 
because they can fall easily during great storms, 
especially after the age of 40 years. The study shows 
that they are present in nearly all green spaces, in quite 
great numbers, disposed in little groups or isolated. In 
many cases it was decided to preserve the trees in the 
parks or beside the alleys, but to cut the trunk at a 
certain height (3-4m) in order to avoid accidents. 
 
Conclusions 
 
1.Populus nigra trees are present in nearly all the parks 
of Timisoara, in greater or smaller numbers, as well as 
on many streets. Still it is not considered being 
between the most valuable trees. 
2.There are old trees that have ages between 50-60 
years and according features, but mainly are young. 
They have ecologic and esthetic value. 
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